W.S.MooreSurgery for Cerebrovascular Disease2nd Ed.1996W.B. Saunders  by Mätzsch, T.
Book Reviews 177 
description of the different substances under de- 
velopment. Unlike the early agents which had sig- 
nificant problems with renal and gastrointestinal 
toxicity, the current substitutes are much better tol- 
erated. Readers who are not working in the area will 
be surprised not only by the number of substitutes 
undergoing clinical trials but also by how far advanced 
these trials are. The chapters written by authors from 
the industry often provide preliminary unpublished 
clinical data, which is very encouraging. The final 
chapter on future perspectives of red cell substitutes 
is disappointing because instead of delivering what is 
promised in the title, the author spends more time 
discussing areas to which he has contributed. Are the 
red cell substitutes under current development going 
to herald the end of transfusion as we know it? The 
answer is no; although personally I am convinced that 
some of these products will be licensed within the 
next decade. However, their half-life is fairly short, 
only extending to a few days, so their use will be 
fairly limited to a few specific situations uch as acute 
hypovolaemia or surgery. 
The book is entirely in black and white, and the 
illustrations are very clear in all chapters. The quality 
of layout and production is high throughout. There is 
remarkably little overlap between the chapters and 
the references at the end of each are surprisingly up 
to date, with many chapters including several 1997 
references, which is unusual for a book with a 1997 
publication date. 
Anybody with a special interest in red cell substitute 
research will have to buy this book. Others with an 
interest in transfusion will benefit by reading the book 
but I expect hey will rely on borrowing rather than 
purchasing a copy. I believe this book should be pres- 
ent in every medical school library. Considering the 
relatively small primary market, its up to date nature 
and the quality of the information it provides, I believe 
it delivers value for money. 
M. Makris 
Sheffield, U.K. 
Surgery for Cerebrovascular Disease, 2nd Ed. 
W. S. Moore, ed. W.B. Saunders, 1996. 713 pages; 
price £160. 
This book represents, in more than one sense, aheavy- 
weight contribution in the field of surgical man- 
agement of cerebrovascular disease. The book is di- 
vided into 15 parts, with a total of 89 chapters totalling 
over 700 pages. Nine of the chapters are written by 
Wesley Moore himself. While it is enjoyable to read 
about the personal experiences from one of the true 
great pioneers in the field of vascular surgery, some 
of these chapters uffer from lack of substance. For 
instance, back pressure measurement can no longer 
be considered to be an accurate method for de- 
termining the need for a shunt. 
I have not had the opportunity to compare this 
second edition with the first one, and am therefore 
unable to judge any improvements. The overwhelming 
impression after reading this supposed classic in the 
field of surgery to the extracranial arteries is un- 
evenness, closely bordering on disappointment. With 
117 contributors covering the whole field of managing 
cerebrovascular disease, perhaps this should not be a 
surprise. Since the problem is not limited to overlap 
or non-uniformity of style, it also leaves an impression 
of inadequate quality that is difficult to accept. Only 
three of the contributors are from Europe (Great Brit- 
ain) and two from Australia, while the rest are from 
the U.S.A. and Canada. While many chapters are well 
written with updated references, others are clearly 
outdated and in urgent need for a thorough rewrite. 
As an example of the first, the chapter on emergency 
surgery for stroke in evolution and crescendo TIAs 
can be mentioned, while the chapter on ophthalmic 
manifestations of cerebrovascular disease serves as an 
example of the latter. 
Although tempting, it is not possible to discuss all 
the different chapters in detail, but some points may 
serve to illustrate the impression of an insufficiently 
edited book. 
The chapter concerning pathology for ischaemic 
stroke deals with the subject in a rather shallow listing 
of possible causes for ischaemic stroke. The theory 
behind atherosclerosis is somewhat outdated with, for 
instance, no reference to the NO-mechanism. In the 
chapter on clinical manifestations of TIA and stroke 
in the distribution of the carotid artery, the old concept 
of lacunar syndromes i repeated, while the rest of the 
clinically important symptoms and findings are dealt 
with on only five pages, without distinction between 
frequently occurring manifestations and more rare 
occurrences. As a further example, the following chap- 
ter on clinical manifestations of TIA and stroke in the 
vertebrobasilar system consists of 15 pages. In view 
of the lack of scientific evidence, this seems almost 
overambitious when compared with the previous 
chapter. It also contains an abundance of photographs 
of angiograms and CT scans for illustration that seem 
superfluous in relation to the conveyed message. The 
chapter on injuries to the extracranial vessels is un- 
necessarily extensive in its repetition of general prin- 
ciples on vascular trauma and repair techniques and 
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could have been easily shortened. On the other hand, 
the chapters on alternatives to general anaesthesia, 
arguments in favour of routine patch angioplasty ver- 
sus primary closure are well-structured and give a 
good review of the current literature. Several chapters 
deal with problems that are hotly debated, such as 
surgical repair of coils, kinks and redundancy of the 
carotid artery, external carotid endarterectomy and 
management of tandem lesions. These chapters are 
all well-written and balanced in their conclusions, 
considering that all the facts are still not known. 
The last part contains a welcome and well-balanced 
discussion on the socioeconomic considerations of 
stroke and carotid endarterectomy. 
Summing up, this book may have been the number 
one reference on the topic of cerebrovascular surgery, 
but the second edition is in need of critical re-editing 
in order to keep up-to-date. However, it is com- 
prehensive in its coverage of the complex matter of 
cerebrovascular disease, and it is a deep well of know- 
ledge and understanding. I look forward to the third, 
improved, edition. 
T. M/itzsch 
Malm~, Sweden 
Renal Transplantation 
R. Shapiro, R. U Simmons and Th. E. Starlz, ed. 
Appleton and Lange, 1997. 572 pages; price $110. 
This reference text has been edited by three authors 
from the University of Pittsburgh. The authors have 
a longstanding reputation in the field of clinical and 
experimental transplantation. They have co-ordinated 
this book, which has been written by more than 30 
co-authors almost exclusively from the U.S. and most 
from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. In the preface it is 
stated that, although the authors are mostly from one 
institution, the book does not reflect he opinions of 
the Pittsburgh group exclusively. However, looking 
through the very many references, no mention is made 
of some interesting European work. 
The book is easy to read. The outline of the book is 
traditional in chapters dealing with work-up, pre-, 
per- and postop management, etc ... In addition, 
interesting chapters on history, chimerism, pathology, 
combined transplantation with other organs (espe- 
cially the pancreas) and xenogeneic transplantation 
have been included. The strengths of this book are 
manifold. It is detailed, complete and the authors are 
authoritive. The index is comprehensive. The varying 
topics have been organised in many short informative 
sub-chapters. 
However, I found the organisation of references as 
done in chapters 8 (Prevention and Management of 
Rejection), 11 (Complication of Renal Transplantation) 
and 15 (Concomitant or Equential Kidney Trans- 
plantation with other Organs) at the end of the main 
chapter, impractical. 
The illustrations are generally well chosen and re- 
produced. However, I would have enjoyed some il- 
lustrations or diagrams in the chapter on Prevention 
and Management of Rejection which certainly would 
have improved the readability. I suspect hat only a 
small group of vascular surgeons (those who perform 
renal transplantation) will be interested in this book. 
However, it is also of interest to other clinicians who 
are involved in renal transplantation. I  summary, this 
book is a reference text that should not be missing 
from the library of those who are involved in renal 
transplantation. However, I believe that it should be 
used as an addition rather than a replacement of other 
textbooks on renal transplantation like the classic book 
"Kidney Transplantation" edited by Peter Morris. 
J. H. van Bockel 
Leiden, The Netherlands 
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